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tea In next rew days Dcpertiwent plans use Aubassedoricl Group on 

ue Berlin as vehicle for briefing British, French and Gervens on Cuban 

OP developnents. Reports of these briefings may be utilized by USRO 


INR for briering MAC Perareps. Other adiressees may utili:e reports 
for briezin: host government at eppropriately high le.cl. These 
‘ 

reports will contéin sensitive iniormation and eddrecsees should 

stress ceution about lecke. 
At todzy's mecting, Thousson chairmen, Hilsman, IiR, reported 

aerial reconnaissance of 27th chowed work on missile cites continuing | 

at repia pece with efforts being made at dispersion end camourtlaze. 

We virtually certcin all personnel at sites are Soviet. Ome sightin 


οἱ Soviet militery insignia made. Further reconnaissance being made 


today, as UN not yet able take over surveillance function. 
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[ Thompson reported U ‘Thent leaving” for’ Cuba tomorrow with UN | 


inspection personnel and communication equipment. US will provide S¥G ~ 


with detailed information on site Locations in effort get early verifica- 


ING 
tion of dismantling.’ ΟἹ sgenetdering suspending quarantine for curation 
U Thant visit as UN-Anspectore: will be at ports to check incoming corse. ° 
any excuse not 


Ain of suspension would be to deprive Cuban government of ssatienxcuring 


to give cooperation to SYG.~ station 
xauacensierx If such decision made, picket ships will stay on RRYARAREAR 


during suspension, . 


natunxgivexnonpexetionxtexSify | 


In response to French question, Thompson noteg#/three possible 


explanations of discrepancy between original Khrushchev offer of 


--- ‘isnantling weapons in return for assurance US non-interference Cuba and 


aS 


subsequent Letter, which offered Turkey-Cuba exchange on missile renovais: 


‘i. First letter possibly written by Khrushchev without authority 


Fe ee BLL dealt Bu 


“Presidicn, No real evidence for this, although style of first letter 
“ts, ἢ a . 
suggests Khrushchev authorship. a, το “ΝΗ 
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2. Sovs may have thought after first letter that they recognized 


hints of Turkey-Cuba deal in Lippmann colum and speech of Austrian 


΄. 


Foreign Minister, 80 they attempted raise ‘price. εἰσι ar 
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7 3. Second letter possibly, designed ‘put Pressure on US to accept 
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first offer by showing that’ Pricescould, be! higher. Z 


Thompson explained US | backgrounding press. that | we are caut ious about: 
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Fests over what appears ἔφα Soviet defeat. We believe that 18 
Khrushchev hes lost he will be tess likely take a ‘tough Line on 2 Berlin, 
“although by same, token he will also be in no position make’ concessions 


on Berlin. Therefore, we. do ‘not. swish draw attention to Berlin at this 


A 


moment . This perticularly applicable to plebiscite propésal. Knappstein 


. promised full Allied consultation on plebiscite. 
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Both Thompson. and Nitze ‘stressed US belief that we would probably- 


“be on verge fragile nuclear war if it were established that Sovs not 
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dismantling weapons.” 


Although we have hed ‘not, had: complete report on U Thant-Kuznetsov 
τσ eae 
alks, there does not appear to be any Soviet block in his instructions. b 
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Thompson said US welcomed Kuznetsov’ 8 | appointment as he fully conversant 


all elements Sov policy. 
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ord Hood. reported UK press guidance perallele US Line, 


knappstein gave report from German Enbasey Havana on conscription 


ofa 
of militia and forma ion defense amiss, 1 Recaledtrants reportedly to 


Washington for consultation on Berlin planning. 
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